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Background and Summary of the Invention 

This application is a continuation of U.S. Application Serial No. 
5 09/687,715 filed October 13, 2000 which claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional 

Application Serial No. 60/159,803, filed October 15, 1999, the disclosures of which 
are expressly incorporated by reference herein. 

The present invention generally relates to hospital beds having patient 
siderails. More particularly, this invention relates to siderail pads for siderails. 

10 A patient resting in a hospital bed may inadvertently come in physical 

contact with a siderail. Also, mattresses are sometimes used with bed frames of 
different widths. If a mattress is too small, a gap or crevice is created between an edge 
of the mattress and a siderail of the bed. 

According to the present invention, a siderail apparatus is provided for 

15 use with a patient support, such as a bed. The patient support includes a frame, a 
mattress supported by the frame, and a siderail coupled to the frame for movement 
between a raised position and a lowered position. The mattress includes an upwardly 
facing patient rest surface. The siderail apparatus includes a rigid support member 
and a bolster. The rigid support includes a first portion configured to be coupled to 

20 the siderail to support the siderail apparatus relative to the siderail and a second 
portion configured to extend generally parallel to and inboard of the siderail. The 
bolster is coupled to the second portion of the support member and includes a portion 
that overlies a portion of the upwardly facing patient rest surface of the mattress. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, a siderail 

25 apparatus is provided for use with a patient support. The siderail apparatus includes a 
rigid support member adapted to be coupled to the siderail and a bolster coupled to 
the rigid support member in a position overlaying a portion of the patient rest surface 
of the mattress. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, a patient support, 
30 such as a bed, is provided. The patient support includes a frame, a mattress positioned 
on the frame, a siderail coupled to the frame, and a padded siderail apparatus coupled 
to the siderail and to the frame. 
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According to another aspect of the invention, a patient support is 
provided that includes a frame, a mattress positioned on the frame, and a siderail 
coupled to the bedframe and including an uppermost edge. The patient support 
further includes a siderail apparatus coupled to the siderail. The siderail apparatus 
5 includes a bolster having a lower surface positioned over the patient rest surface of the 
mattress and an upper surface positioned below the uppermost edge of the siderail. 

According to another aspect of the invention, a patient support is 
provided that includes a frame, a mattress positioned on the frame, a siderail coupled 
to the frame to move between a raised position and a lowered position, and a siderail 
10 apparatus including a bolster coupled to the siderail and positioned over the patient 
rest surface. 

According to another aspect of the invention, a patient support is 
provided that includes a frame, a mattress positioned on the frame, and a siderail 
coupled to the frame to move between a raised position and a lowered position. The 

15 siderail includes a first side facing the mattress and a second side facing away from 
the mattress. The patient support further includes a siderail apparatus coupled to the 
siderail. The siderail apparatus is positioned on the first side of the siderail when the 
siderail is in the raised position and the siderail apparatus is positioned on the second 
side of the siderail when the siderail is in the lowered position. 

20 According to another aspect of the invention, an apparatus is provided 

for use with a patient support. The patient support including a frame, a mattress 
positioned on the frame, and a siderail coupled to the frame. The siderail including a 
patient control. The apparatus comprising a member configured to be coupled to the 
siderail and including an external perimeter, wherein the external perimeter of the 

25 member is contoured to permit access to a patient control of the siderail. 

According to another aspect of the invention, an apparatus is provided 
for use with a patient support. The patient support including a frame, a mattress 
positioned on the frame, and a siderail moveable between a raised position blocking 
egress of a patient from the mattress and a lowered position below the patient rest 

30 surface to permit egress of a patient from the mattress. The mattress and the siderail 
cooperating to define a gap therebetween. The apparatus comprising a member 
having a first portion positionable in the gap to substantially fill the gap defined 
between the siderail and the mattress and a second portion positioned directly over the 
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mattress. 

According to another aspect of the invention, an apparatus is provided 
for use with a patient support. The patient support including a frame, a mattress 
positioned on the frame, and a siderail coupled to the frame. The siderail being 
5 moveable in a longitudinal direction relative to the frame between a raised position 
blocking egress of a patient from the mattress and a lowered position to permit egress 
of a patient from the mattress. The mattress and the siderail cooperating to define a 
gap therebetween. The apparatus comprising a rigid support member, and a gap filler 
supported by the rigid support member and positionable in the gap to substantially fill 
10 the gap defined between the siderail and the mattress. 

Additional features of the present invention will become apparent to 
those skilled in the art upon consideration of the following detailed description of the 
preferred embodiment exemplifying the best mode of carrying out the invention as 
presently perceived. 

15 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

The detailed description particularly refers to the accompanying 
figures in which: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view showing a hospital bed including a base 
20 frame supported on casters, an articulating upper frame mounted on the base frame 
and including an upper body section, a seat section, a thigh section, and a lower leg 
section, a mattress supported on the articulating upper frame, a headboard, a 
footboard, and a pair of head-end siderails coupled to the upper body section to move 
between a raised patient-restraining position and a lowered storage position, and a 
25 pair of foot-end siderails coupled to the lower leg section to move between a raised 
patient-restraining position and a lowered storage position, and further showing two 
head-end siderail pads and two foot-end siderail pads in accordance with the present 
disclosure coupled to the respective head-end and foot-end siderails; 

Fig. 2 is a view similar to Fig. 1 showing the upper body section of the 
30 articulating upper frame raised along with a corresponding portion of the mattress, the 
head-end siderails, and the head-end siderail pads, the configuration of the head-end 
siderail pads allowing articulation of the upper body section without interference 
therewith; 



Fig. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 1 showing the siderails on one side of 
the bed lowered to provide access to a patient resting thereon or to facilitate patient 
ingress or egress, and further showing the siderail pads coupled to the siderails swung 
to their lowered storage position, the configuration of the head-end and foot-end 
5 siderail pads allowing lowering of one or both of the siderails without hindrance from 
the siderail pads; 

Fig. 4 is a sectional view of a portion of the hospital bed of Figs. 1-3 
showing a portion of the articulating upper frame, a portion of the mattress supported 
on the articulating upper frame, one of the siderails in the raised patient-restraining 

10 position, and one of the siderail pads coupled to the raised siderail and including an 
overhanging bolster overlying at least a portion of the mattress, the siderail pad 
including a lower portion extending into a gap between the siderail and the mattress, 
and a strap coupled to the lower edge to releasably couple the lower portion to the 
articulating upper frame; 

15 Fig. 5 is a sectional view similar to Fig. 4, with the siderail and the 

siderail pad shown in their respective lowered storage positions, showing the siderail 
pad being supported by the strap coupled to the lower edge of the siderail pad when 
the siderail moves to its lowered storage position; 

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of one of the head-end siderail pads, as 

20 viewed from the inside or the mattress side of the hospital bed, showing a plurality of 
straps coupled to a lower edge of the head-end siderail pad configured to releasably 
couple the lower edge of the head-end siderail pad to the upper body section of the 
articulating upper frame, the coupling of the lower edge of the head-end siderail pad 
to the upper body section permitting the head-end siderail pad to swing to its lowered 

25 storage position when the head-end siderail is lowered as shown in Figs. 3 and 5; 

Fig. 7 is a perspective view similar to Fig. 6 of one of the foot-end 
siderail pads, as viewed from the mattress side, showing a plurality of straps coupled 
to a lower edge of the foot-end siderail pad configured to releasably couple the lower 
edge of the foot-end siderail pad to the lower leg section of the articulating upper 

30 frame, the coupling of the lower edge of the foot-end siderail pad to the lower leg 
section permitting the foot-end siderail pad to swing to its lowered storage position 
when the foot-end siderail is lowered as shown in Figs. 3 and 5; 
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Fig. 8 is a perspective view of a second embodiment head-end siderail 
pad, as viewed from the mattress side, showing the pad including a plastic panel 
having an inclined portion configured to be coupled to a head-end siderail and an 
offset portion configured to be disposed toward a foot-end siderail, the offset portion 
5 facilitating articulation of the upper body section of the articulating upper frame 

without hindrance from the siderail pads, a foam layer coupled to the plastic panel on 
the mattress side thereof, a foam bolster having a truncated tip coupled to the foam 
layer, and a quick-release hinge assembly configured to releasably couple a lower 
edge of the plastic panel to a frame member of the upper body section of the 

10 articulating upper frame; 

Fig. 9 is a perspective view of the head-end siderail pad of Fig. 8, as 
viewed from the outside, showing two generally horizontal, reinforcement ribs 
integrally molded therewith, the hinge assembly coupled to the lower edge of the 
head-end siderail pad, and a plurality of slots for receiving upholstery flaps; 

15 Fig. 10 is a perspective view of a second embodiment foot-end siderail 

pad, as viewed from the mattress side, showing the pad including a plastic panel 
having an inclined portion configured to be coupled to a foot-end siderail, a foam 
layer coupled to the plastic panel on the mattress side thereof, a foam bolster having a 
truncated tip coupled to the foam layer, and a quick-release hinge assembly 

20 configured to releasably couple a lower edge of the plastic panel to the lower leg 
section of the articulating upper frame; 

Fig. 1 1 is a perspective view of the foot-end siderail pad of Fig. 10, as 
viewed from the outside, showing a plurality of slots configured to receive upholstery 
flaps; 

25 Fig. 12 is a perspective view of a hospital bed, with components 

removed, showing an articulating upper frame disposed in a generally horizontal 
position, a pair of head-end siderails (shown in phantom) movably coupled to the 
upper body section, a pair of foot-end siderails (shown in phantom) movably coupled 
to the lower leg section, a pair of head-end siderail pads of Fig. 8 coupled to the head- 

30 end siderails, and a pair of foot-end siderail pads of Fig. 10 coupled to the foot-end 
siderails; 

Fig. 13 is a view similar to Fig. 12 showing the upper body, thigh, and 
lower leg sections articulated to reconfigure the posture of a patient resting in the bed, 



the configuration of the siderail pads allowing articulation of the upper body, thigh, 
and lower leg sections without hindrance therefrom; 

Fig. 14 is an assembly view of a third embodiment head-end siderail 
pad showing the pad including a plastic panel having an inclined portion configured 
5 to be coupled to a head-end siderail, a foam layer positioned to be coupled to the 
plastic panel on the mattress side thereof, a foam bolster having a truncated tip 
positioned to be coupled to the foam layer, a quick-release hinge assembly configured 
to releasably couple a lower edge of the plastic panel to the upper body section of the 
articulating upper frame, a fire-resistant sleeve having two halves positioned to cover 

10 the plastic panel, foam layer, and bolster, and a cover having two halves positioned to 
cover the fire-resistant sleeve; 

Fig. 15 is a side elevation view of the head-end siderail pad of Fig. 14, 
with the fire-resistant sleeve and cover removed for clarity, showing the hinge 
assembly coupled to frame member (in phantom); 

15 Fig. 16 is a cross-sectional view of the head-end siderail pad taken 

along line 16-16 of Fig. 15; 

Fig. 17 is an assembly view of a third embodiment foot-end siderail 
pad showing the pad including a plastic panel having an inclined portion configured 
to be coupled to a foot-end siderail, a foam layer positioned to be coupled to the 

20 plastic panel on the mattress side thereof, a foam bolster having a truncated tip 

positioned to be coupled to the foam layer, a quick-release hinge assembly configured 
to releasably couple a lower edge of the plastic panel to the lower leg section of the 
articulating upper frame, a fire-resistant sleeve having two halves positioned to cover 
the plastic panel, foam layer, and bolster, and a cover having two halves positioned to 

25 cover the fire-resistant sleeve; 

Fig. 18 is a side elevation view of the foot-end siderail pad of Fig. 17, 
with the fire-resistant sleeve and cover removed for clarity, showing the hinge 
assembly coupled to a frame member (in phantom); and 

Fig. 19 is a cross-sectional view of the foot-end siderail pad taken 

30 along line 19-19 of Fig. 18. 

Detailed Description of the Drawings 
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As shown in Figs. 1-3, a hospital bed or patient support 20 is provided 
that includes a bedframe 21 including a base frame 22 supported on four casters 24 on 
a floor and an articulating upper frame 26 (also referred to as "articulating upper 
deck") mounted on base frame 22. The bed 20 also includes a headboard 28, a 
5 footboard 30, and a mattress 32 supported on the articulating upper frame 26. The 
articulating upper frame 26 includes an upper body section 34, a seat section 36, a 
thigh section 38, and a lower leg section 40 that are longitudinally spaced apart and 
transversely extending. The upper body, thigh, and lower leg frame sections 34, 38, 
40 are movable relative to the seat section 36 to provide for articulating movement 

10 thereof. Although the present invention is disclosed in the context of a bed in a 
hospital environment, it will be understood that it is equally applicable to a bed, 
stretcher, gumey, wheel chair, or other patient support, in other environments - such 
as a patient's home, a nursing home, a convalescent home, etc. 

The articulating upper frame 26 is typically mounted on an 

15 intermediate frame (not shown), which in turn is mounted on base frame 22. A pair of 
head-end siderails 42 are coupled to the upper body section 34 to move between a 
raised patient-restraining position shown in Figs. 1, 2, and 4 and a lowered storage 
position shown in Figs. 3 and 5. A pair of foot-end siderails 44 are coupled to the 
lower leg section 40 to move between a raised patient-restraining position shown in 

20 Figs. 1, 2, and 4 and a lowered storage position shown in Figs. 3 and 5. Mechanisms 
46, 48 are provided for lifting and lowering the head-end and foot-end siderails 42, 
44. An illustrative articulating bed 20 of this type is disclosed in a U.S. Patent No. 
3,932,903, filed on October 4, 1974, entitled "Guard Including Electrical Controls and 
Slidable Underneath the Bed", U.S. Patent No. 4,025,972, filed on October 16, 1975, 

25 entitled "Elevating and Trendelenburg Mechanism for an Adjustable Bed", and U.S. 
Patent No. 5,878,452, filed December 3, 1996, entitled "Long Term Bed Controls", 
the disclosures of which are expressly incorporated by reference herein. 

A patient resting in the hospital bed 20 may inadvertently come in 
physical contact with the siderails 42, 44. To this end, as shown in Figs. 1-3, two 

30 head-end siderail apparatus or pads 100 and two foot-end siderail apparatus or pads 
200 are provided to couple to the respective head-end and foot-end siderails 42, 44. 
The two head-end siderail pads 100 are mirror images of each other. Thus, only the 



7 



head-end siderail pad 100 closer to the viewer will be described herein in more detail 
with reference to Figs. 4-6. 

The head-end siderail pad or member 100 includes a substantially 
planar support member or panel 102 made of substantially rigid material, such as hard 
5 plastic. The support member 102 includes a first portion 104 configured to be 

coupled to a head-end siderail 42 and a second portion or gap filler 106 configured to 
extend generally downwardly, parallel to and inboard of (i.e., on the mattress side of) 
the head-end siderail 42. As shown in Fig. 4, the first portion 104 of the support 
member 102 includes a hook 108 that extends over a top portion or uppermost edge 
10 50 of the head-end siderail 42 and an extension 1 10 that extends generally 

downwardly, parallel to and outboard of the head-end siderail 42. The hook 108 and 
the extension 110 cooperate to form a slot 112 configured to releasably receive the top 
portion 50 of the head-end siderail 42 and couple the head-end siderail pad 100 to 
siderail 42, 

15 According to alternative embodiments of the present disclosure, other 

devices are provided to couple the head-end siderail pads to the siderails. For 
example, devices such as straps, vertically oriented hooks, latches, snaps, or other 
coupling devices known to those of ordinary skill in the art are provided. 

The second portion 106 includes a first outer surface 114 facing toward 

20 the mattress 32 and a second inner surface 116 facing away from the mattress 32. The 
first surface 114 of the second portion 106 of the support member 102, exposed to the 
outside and likely to come in contact with a patient or an attendant, is covered with a 
compressible, resilient material or foam layer 118, such as soft closed-cell foam. The 
head-end siderail pad or member 100 further includes an inwardly-projecting bolster 

25 150 coupled to the foam material 1 18 to couple the bolster 150 to the support member 
102. Illustratively, the bolster 150 is also made from resiliently compressible 
material, such as soft closed-cell foam. According to alternative embodiments of the 
head and foot-end siderail pads, the bolster is directly coupled to the support member, 
the bolster and foam layer are integral, or the foam layer is not provided. 

30 As shown in Figs. 4 and 5, the bolster 150 is generally triangular or 

wedge-shaped in cross section, and has a first parallel side 152 that extends generally 
parallel to the first surface 1 14 of the support member 102 and is configured to be 
coupled to the foam material 1 18, a second perpendicular side or lower surface 154 



that extends generally perpendicularly to the first side 152 and projects over at least a 
portion of the mattress 32, and a third inclined side or upper surface 156 
interconnecting the first and second sides 152, 154 of the bolster 150. According to 
alternative embodiments, other shapes of bolsters are provided. For example, 
5 rounded, square, curved, oval, concave, convex, or other shaped bolsters are provided 
having uniform or non-uniform cross-sections along their lengths. The head-end 
siderail pad 100 is dimensioned such that the second perpendicular side 154 of the 
bolster 150 overlies a side edge portion 60 of an upwardly-facing support or patient 
rest surface 62 of the mattress 32. According to alternative embodiments, the bolster 

10 either contacts or is spaced apart from the patient rest surface of the mattress. 

As shown in Fig. 4, the second portion 106 of the support member 102 
has a lower portion 120 that extends into a gap 64 defined by a side 66 of the mattress 
32 and the mechanism 46 for lifting and lowering the head-end siderail 42. 
According to an alternative embodiment, the lower portion does not extend into the 

15 gap. 

As shown in Figs. 4-6, a plurality of straps 122 are coupled to the 
lower portion 120 along its lower edge 124 to releasably couple the lower edge 124 to 
a frame member 68 of the upper body section 34 of the articulating upper frame 26. 
The straps 122 may be formed integrally with the support member 102. Alternatively, 

20 the straps 122 may be coupled to a form-fitted, wipe-down, stain-resistant protective 
cover (not shown) that encases the corresponding siderail pad 100. Any suitable 
means, such as VELCRO® brand hook-and-loop type fasteners 126, buckles (not 
shown), or interlocking snaps (not shown), or any other fastener known to those of 
ordinary skill in the art, may be employed to releasably secure the straps 124 to the 

25 frame member 68. According to alternative embodiments of the present disclosure, 
other devices for releasably or permanently coupling the siderail pads to the bed are 
provided, such as hinges, ties, snaps, links, or other coupling devices known to those 
of ordinary skill in the art. 

The coupling of the lower edge 124 of the head-end siderail pad 100 to 

30 the frame member 68 of the upper body section 34 permits the head-end siderail pad 
100 to swing to its lowered storage position when the head-end siderail 42 is lowered 
as shown in Figs. 3 and 5. By virtue of the straps 122, the head-end siderail pad 100 
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hangs upside-down from the articulating upper deck 26 when the head-end siderail 42 
is lowered to its storage position as shown in Fig. 5. 

As shown in Fig. 6, the head-end siderail pad 100 is asymmetrical 
about its central vertical axis 140. The head-end siderail pad 100 is configured to 
5 form a window or cutout 128 for providing access to patient controls 70 mounted on 
the mattress side of the head-end siderail 42. The head-end siderail pad or member 
100 has an external perimeter which is contoured to permit access to patient controls 
70. The head-end siderail pad 100 may further include a portion 130 that extends 
toward the foot-end siderail 44 mounted on the same side of the bed 20 and overlaps a 
10 portion of the foot-end siderail pad 200. The entire siderail pad 100 may be covered 
with a form-fitted, wipe-down, stain-resistant protective cover (not shown), such as 
vinyl or nylon. 

The foot-end siderail pad or member 200, on the other hand, is 
symmetrical about its central vertical axis 240 as shown in Fig. 7 so that it can be used 

15 on either side of the bed 20. The foot-end siderail pad 200 includes a substantially 

planar support member or panel 202 made of substantially rigid material, such as hard 
plastic. The support member 202 includes a first portion 204 configured to be 
coupled to a foot-end siderail 44 and a second portion or gap filler 206 configured to 
extend generally downwardly, parallel to and inboard of (i.e., on the mattress side of) 

20 the foot-end siderail 44. The first portion 204 of the support member 202 includes a 
hook 208 that extends over a top portion 52 of the foot-end siderail 44 and an 
extension 210 that extends downwardly, generally parallel to and outboard of the 
foot-end siderail 44. The hook 208 and the extension 210 cooperate to form slot 212 
configured to releasably receive the top portion or uppermost edge 52 of the foot-end 

25 siderail 44. 

The second portion 206 includes a first outer surface 214 facing toward 
the mattress 32 and a second inner surface 216 facing away from the mattress 32. The 
first surface 214 of the second portion 206 of the support member 202, exposed to the 
outside and likely to come in contact with a patient or an attendant, is covered with a 
30 compressible, resilient material or foam layer 218, such as soft closed-cell foam. The 
foot-end siderail pad or member 200 further includes an inwardly-projecting bolster 
250 coupled to the foam material 218. Illustratively, the bolster 250 is also made 
from resiliently compressible material, such as soft closed-cell foam. 

10 



The bolster 250 is generally triangular or wedge-shaped in cross 
section, and has a first parallel side 252 that extends generally parallel to the first 
surface 214 of the support member 202 and is coupled to the foam material 218, a 
second perpendicular side or lower surface 254 that extends generally perpendicularly 
5 to the first side 252 and projects over at least a portion of the mattress 32, and a third 
inclined side or upper surface 256 interconnecting the first and second sides 252, 254 
of the bolster 250. The foot-end siderail pad 200 is dimensioned such that the second 
perpendicular side 254 of the bolster 250 overlies the side edge portion 60 of the 
upwardly-facing support surface 62 of the mattress 32. 

10 The second portion 206 of the support member 202 has a lower portion 

220 that extends into the gap 64 between the side 66 of the mattress 32 and the 
mechanism 48 for lifting and lowering the foot-end siderail 44. As shown in Fig. 7, a 
plurality of straps 222 are coupled to the lower portion 220 along its lower edge 224 
for releasably securing the lower edge 224 to a frame member (not shown) of the 

15 lower leg section 40 of the articulating upper frame 26. The straps 222 may be 

formed integrally with the support member 202, Alternatively, the straps 222 may be 
coupled to a form-fitted, wipe-down, stain-resistant protective cover (not shown) that 

(S) 

encases the corresponding siderail pad 200. Any suitable means, such as VELCRO 
brand hook-and-loop type fasteners 226, buckles (not shown), or interlocking snaps 
20 (not shown), may be employed to releasably secure the straps 224 to the frame 
member 68. 

The coupling of the lower edge 224 of the foot-end siderail pad 200 to 
the frame member 68 of the lower leg section 40 permits the foot-end siderail pad 200 
to swing to its lowered storage position when the foot-end siderail 44 is lowered as 

25 shown in Figs. 3 and 5. By virtue of the straps 222, the foot-end siderail pad 200 

hangs upside-down from the articulating upper deck 26 when the foot-end siderail 44 
is lowered to its storage position as shown in Fig. 5. The entire siderail pad 200 may 
be covered with a form-fitted, wipe-down, stain-resistant protective cover (not 
shown), such as vinyl or nylon, 

30 As shown in Fig. 4, when the siderail 42 is in the raised position, the 

hook 108 couples the remainder of the siderail pad 100 to the siderail 42. When the 
siderail 42 is moved to the lowered position, it "clocks" or rotates about a transverse 
axis 43. During initial rotation of the siderail 42, the bolster 150 blocks downward 
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movement of the siderail pad 100 with the siderail 42. As the siderail 42 drops, the 
upper portion 50 of the siderail 42 drops out of the slot 1 12 so that the siderail pad 
100 is no longer coupled to the siderail 42. 

When the siderail 42 approaches the lowered position, the lower 
5 portion 120 of the siderail pad 100 is no longer trapped between the mechanism 46 
and the side 66 of the mattress 32. Gravity, a caregiver, or the patient cause the 
siderail 100 to rotate in direction 111 to the position shown in Fig. 5. Thus, before the 
siderail 42 was dropped, the siderail pad 100 was positioned on the inner side of the 
siderail 42 and after the siderail 42 is dropped, the siderail pad 100 rotates down so 

10 that it is positioned on the outer side of the siderail 42. 

To raise the siderail 42, a caregiver first flips or rotates the siderail pad 
100 in direction 113 so that the lower surface 154 of the bolster 150 again overlays or 
rests on the patient rest surface 62. Then the siderail 42 is clocked about the 
transverse axis 43 to the raised position. As the head-end siderail 42 approaches the 

15 raised position, the uppermost edge 50 of the head-end siderail 42 is again positioned 
in the slot 112 and the siderail pad 100 is again coupled to the siderail 42. The foot- 
end siderail 44 is similarly lowered and raised relative to the bedframe 1 1 and the 
siderail pad 200. According to alternative embodiments, the siderail pads are used 
with other configurations of siderails, such as siderails that are raised and lowered 

20 about a longitudinal axis, siderails that are raised and lowered in a substantially 
vertical plane defined by the siderail, siderails that do not move relative to the 
bedframe, or any other siderails known to those or ordinary skill in the art. 

Figs. 8 and 9 illustrate a second embodiment head-end siderail pad or 
apparatus 300. Figs. 10 and 1 1 illustrate a second embodiment foot-end siderail pad 

25 or apparatus 400. The construction of the second embodiment of the head-end and 
foot-end siderail pads or members 300, 400 is generally similar to the construction of 
the first embodiments of the head-end and foot-end siderail pads or members 100, 
200. For convenience, like components in various figures are identified by like 
numerals. For example, the bolster in the first embodiment of the head-end siderail 

30 pad 100 is identified by the numeral 150, while the bolster in the second embodiment 
of the head-end siderail pad 300 is identified by the numeral 350. 

Referring to Figs. 8 and 9, the head-end siderail pad 300 includes a 
support member or panel 302 made of substantially rigid material, such as hard 
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plastic. The support member 302 includes a first inclined portion 304 configured to 
extend generally downwardly, at an angle to and inboard of the head-end siderail 42, 
and a second parallel portion or gap filler 306 configured to extend generally 
downwardly, parallel to and inboard of the head-end siderail 42. The first inclined 
5 portion 304 is configured to be coupled to the head-end siderail 42, and includes a 
hook 308 that extends over the top portion 50 of the head-end siderail 42 and an 
extension 3 10 that extends generally downwardly, parallel to and outboard of the 
head-end siderail 42. The hook 308 and extension 310 cooperate to form a slot 312 
configured to releasably receive the top portion 50 of the head-end siderail 42. 

10 The first inclined portion 304 and the second parallel portion 306 

include a first outer surface 314 facing toward the mattress 32 and a second inner 
surface 316 facing away from the mattress 32. The first surface 314 of the first and 
second portions 304, 306 of the support member 302, exposed to the outside and 
likely to come in contact with a patient or an attendant, is covered with a 

15 compressible, resilient material or foam layer 318, such as soft closed-cell foam. 

The head-end siderail pad 300 further includes an inwardly-projecting, 
truncated-tip bolster 350 coupled to the foam material 318. Illustratively, the bolster 
350 is also made from resiliently compressible material, such as soft closed-cell foam. 

The truncated-tip bolster 350 is generally trapezoidal or wedge-shaped 

20 in cross section, and has a first parallel side 352 that extends generally parallel to the 
first surface 314 of the second portion 306 of the support member 302 and is coupled 
to the foam material 318, a second perpendicular side or lower surface 354 that 
extends generally perpendicular to the first side 352 and projects over at least a 
portion of the mattress 32, a third truncated side or surface 356 that extends generally 

25 parallel to and spaced from the first side 352, and a fourth inclined side or upper 

surface 358 interconnecting the first and third sides 352, 354 of the bolster 350. The 
head-end siderail pad 300 is dimensioned such that the second perpendicular side 354 
of the truncated-tip bolster 350 overlies the side edge portion 60 of the upwardly- 
facing support surface 62 of the mattress 32. 

30 The second portion 306 of the support member 302 has a lower portion 

320 that extends into the gap 64 between the side 66 of the mattress 32 and the 
mechanism 46 for lifting and lowering the head-end siderail 42. As shown in Fig. 9, a 
quick-release hinge assembly 360 is provided for releasably attaching a lower edge 
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324 of the support member 302 to the frame member 68 of the upper body section 34 
of the articulating upper frame 26. The quick-release hinge assembly 360 includes a 
first hinge half 362 coupled to the lower edge 324 of the support member 302 and a 
second hinge half 364 coupled to an elongated strip 366. The elongated strip 366 is, 
5 in turn, coupled to the frame member 68 of the upper body section 34 of the 
articulating upper frame 26 by means of screws (not shown). 

The configuration of the two hinge halves 362, 364 permits quick 
coupling and uncoupling of the head-end siderail pad 300 to the frame member 68 of 
the upper body section 34. The hinge assembly 360 includes two vertical posts 368 

10 which are squeezed together to release the head-end siderail pad 300 from the frame 
member 68. The attachment of the lower edge 324 of the head-end siderail pad 300 to 
the frame member 68 of the upper body section 34 permits the head-end siderail pad 
300 to swing to its lowered storage position when the head-end siderail 42 is lowered. 
By virtue of the hinge assembly 360, the head-end siderail pad 300 hangs upside- 

15 down from the articulating upper deck 26 when the head-end siderail 42 is lowered to 
its storage position. 

As shown in Figs. 8 and 9, the head-end siderail pad 300 is 
asymmetrical about its central vertical axis 340. The head-end siderail pad or member 
300 is configured to form a window or cutout 328 for providing access to the patient 

20 controls 70 mounted on the mattress side of the head-end siderail 42. The head-end 
siderail pad or member 300 has an extemal perimeter which is contoured to permit 
access to patient controls 70. The head-end siderail pad 300 further includes an offset 
portion 330 that extends toward the foot-end siderail 44 mounted on the same side of 
the bed 20 and overlaps a portion of the foot-end siderail pad 400. The offset portion 

25 330 permits articulation of the bed 20 without hindrance from the siderail pad 300. 
Two generally horizontal reinforcement ribs 334 are integrally molded on the side of 
the second portion 306 facing away from the mattress 32. 

The entire siderail pad 300 may be encased in a form-fitted, wipe- 
down, stain-resistant protective cover (not shown), such as vinyl or nylon. A plurality 

30 of slots 336 are provided for attaching upholstery flaps (not shown) of the protective 
cover to aid in preventing sagging of the protective cover. 

The foot-end siderail pad or member 400 is, on the other hand, 
symmetrical about its central vertical axis 440 as shown in Figs. 10 and 1 1 so that it 
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can be used on either side of the bed 20. The foot-end siderail pad 400 includes a 
support member or panel 402 made of substantially rigid material, such as hard 
plastic. The support member 402 includes a first inclined portion 404 configured to 
extend generally downwardly, at an angle to and inboard of the foot-end siderail 44, 
5 and a second parallel portion or gap filler 406 configured to extend generally 

downwardly, parallel to and inboard of the foot-end siderail 44. The first inclined 
portion 404 is configured to be coupled to the foot-end siderail 44, and includes a 
hook 408 that extends over the top portion 52 of the foot-end siderail 44 and an 
extension 410 that extends generally downwardly, parallel to and outboard of the 

10 foot-end siderail 44. The hook 408 and extension 410 cooperate to form a slot 412 
configured to releasably receive the top portion 52 of the foot-end siderail 44. 

The first inclined portion 404 and the second parallel portion 406 
include a first outer surface 414 facing toward the mattress 32 and a second inner 
surface 416 facing away from the mattress 32. The first surface 414 of the first and 

15 second portions 404, 406 of the support member 402, exposed to the outside and 
likely to come in contact with a patient or an attendant, is covered with a 
compressible, resilient material or foam layer 418, such as soft closed-cell foam. 

The foot-end siderail pad 400 further includes an inwardly-projecting, 
truncated-tip bolster 450 coupled to the foam material 418. Illustratively, the bolster 

20 450 is also made from resiliently compressible material, such as soft closed-cell foam. 
The truncated-tip bolster 450 is generally trapezoidal or wedge-shaped in cross 
section, and has a first parallel side 452 that extends generally parallel to the first 
surface 414 of the second portion 406 of the support member 402 and is coupled to 
the foam material 418, a second perpendicular side or lower surface 454 that extends 

25 generally perpendicular to the first side 452 and projects over at least a portion of the 
mattress 32, a third truncated side or surface 456 that extends generally parallel to and 
spaced from the first side 452, and a fourth inclined side or upper surface 458 
interconnecting the first and third sides 452, 454 of the bolster 450. The foot-end 
siderail pad 400 is dimensioned such that the second perpendicular side 454 of the 

30 truncated-tip bolster 450 overlies the side edge portion 60 of the upwardly-facing 
support surface 62 of the mattress 32. 

The second portion 406 of the support member 402 has a lower portion 
420 that extends into the gap 64 between the side 66 of the mattress 32 and the 
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mechanism 48 for lifting and lowering the foot-end siderail 44. As shown in Fig. 11, 
a quick-release hinge assembly 460 is provided to releasably couple a lower edge 424 
of the support member 402 to a frame member (not shown) of the lower leg section 40 
of the articulating upper frame 26. The quick-release hinge assembly 460 includes a 
5 first hinge half 462 coupled to the lower edge 424 of the support member 402 and a 
second hinge half 464 coupled to an elongated strip 466. The elongated strip 466 is, 
in turn, coupled to the frame member of the lower leg section 40 of the articulating 
upper frame 26 by means of screws (not shown). 

The configuration of the two hinge halves 462, 464 permits quick 

10 coupling and uncoupling of the foot-end siderail pad 400 to the frame member of the 
lower leg section 40. The hinge assembly 460 includes two vertical posts 468 which 
are squeezed together to release the foot-end siderail pad 400 from the frame member. 
The attachment of the lower edge 424 of the foot-end siderail pad 400 to the frame 
member of the lower leg section 40 permits the foot-end siderail pad 400 to swing to 

15 its lowered storage position when the foot-end siderail 44 is lowered. By virtue of the 
hinge assembly 460, the foot-end siderail pad 400 hangs upside-down from the 
articulating upper deck 26 when the foot-end siderail 44 is lowered to its storage 
position. 

The entire siderail pad 400 may be encased in a form-fitted, wipe- 
20 down, stain-resistant protective cover (not shown), such as vinyl or nylon. A plurality 
of slots 436 are provided for attaching upholstery flaps (not shown) of the protective 
cover. 

Fig. 12 is a perspective view showing the head-end and foot-end 
siderail pads 300, 400 coupled to the head-end and foot-end siderails 42, 44 while the 

25 articulating upper frame 26 is generally flat. Fig. 13 is a perspective view showing 
the head-end and foot-end siderail pads 300, 400 coupled to the head-end and foot- 
end siderails 42, 44 while the upper body, thigh, and lower leg sections 34, 38, 40 are 
articulated with respect to the seat section 36. The configuration of the siderail pads 
300, 400 allows articulation of the bed 20 and lifting and lowering of the siderails 42 

30 and 44 without hindrance from the siderail pads 300, 400. 

Figs. 14-16 illustrate a third embodiment head-end siderail pad or 
apparatus 500. Figs. 17-19 illustrate a third embodiment foot-end siderail pad or 
apparatus 600. The construction of the third embodiment of the head-end and foot- 
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end siderail pads or members 500, 600 is generally similar to the construction of the 
first embodiments of the head-end and foot-end siderail pads 100, 200. For 
convenience, like components in various figures are identified by like numerals. For 
example, the bolster in the first embodiment of the head-end siderail pad 100 is 
5 identified by the numeral 150, while the bolster in the third embodiment of the head- 
end siderail pad 500 is identified by the numeral 550. 

Referring to Fig. 14, the head-end siderail pad or member 500 includes 
a support member or panel 502 made of substantially rigid material, such as hard 
plastic. The support member 502 includes a first inclined portion 504 configured to 

10 extend generally downwardly, at an angle to and inboard of the head-end siderail 42, a 
second parallel portion or gap filler 506 configured to extend generally downwardly, 
parallel to and inboard of the head-end siderail 42, and a third inclined portion 507 
configured to extend generally upward from the second portion 506 at an angle to and 
inboard of the head-end siderail 42. The first inclined portion 504 is configured to be 

15 coupled to the head-end siderail 42, and includes a hook 508 that extends over the top 
portion 50 of the head-end siderail 42 and an extension 510 that extends generally 
downwardly, parallel to and outboard of the head-end siderail 42. The hook 508 and 
extension 510 cooperate to form a slot 512 configured to releasably receive the top 
portion 50 of the head-end siderail 42. 

20 The first inclined portion 504, the second parallel portion 506, and the 

third inclined portion 507 include a first outer surface 514 facing toward the mattress 
32 and a second inner surface 516 facing away from the mattress 32. The first surface 
514 of the first, second, and third portions 504, 506, 507 of the support member 502, 
exposed to the outside and likely to come in contact with a patient or an attendant, is 

25 covered with a compressible, resilient material or foam layer 518, such as soft closed- 
cell foam. Resilient material 518 is coupled to support member 502 by a layer of 
adhesive. 

The head-end siderail pad 500 further includes an inwardly-projecting, 
truncated-tip bolster 550 coupled to the foam material 518 by a layer of spray-on 
30 adhesive. Illustratively, the bolster 550 is also made from resiliently compressible 
material, such as soft closed-cell foam. As shown in Fig. 16, the truncated-tip bolster 
550 is generally trapezoidal or wedge-shaped in cross section, and has a first parallel 
side 552 that extends generally parallel to the first surface 514 of the second portion 
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506 of the support member 502 and is coupled to the foam material 518, a second 
perpendicular side or lower surface 554 that extends generally perpendicular to the 
first side 552 and projects over at least a portion of the mattress 32, a third truncated 
side or surface 556 that extends generally parallel to and spaced from the first side 
5 552, and a fourth inclined side or upper surface 558 interconnecting the first and third 
sides 552, 556 of the bolster 550. 

The head-end siderail pad 500 is dimensioned such that the second 
perpendicular side 554 of the truncated-tip bolster 550 overlies the side edge portion 
60 of the upwardly-facing support surface 62 of the mattress 32. The second portion 

10 506 of the support member 502 has a lower portion 520 that extends into the gap 64 
between the side 66 of the mattress 32 and the mechanism 46 for lifting and lowering 
the head-end siderail 42. 

The siderail pad 500 further includes a fire-resistant sleeve 538 having 
first and second halves 542, 544. According to a preferred method of assembling the 

15 siderail pad 500, the first and second halves 542, 544 are sewn together along the 
respective upper and side edges to form a pocket having an opening defined by the 
lower edges of the first and second halves 542, 544. The assembled support member 
502, resilient material 518, and bolster 550 are then positioned in the sleeve 538 
through the opening and the lower edges are sewn together using fiberglass thread to 

20 encase the support member 502, resilient material 518, and bolster 550 within the 
sleeve 538. The halves 542, 544 are preferably made of KEVLAR® brand fire- 
resistant material. According to alternative embodiments of the present disclosure, 
other fire-resistant or fire proof materials are used for the sleeve. 

The siderail pad 500 further includes a cover 570 having first and 

25 second halves 572, 574 positioned to cover the fire-resistant sleeve 538. The halves 
572, 574 are made of a wipeable, stain-resistant material such as vinyl or nylon. 

According to a preferred method of assembling the siderail pad 500, 
the first and second halves 572, 574 are sewn together along the perimeter edges. The 
second half 574 includes a zipper 576 defining a slit through which the assembled 

30 sleeve 538, support member 502, resilient material 518, and bolster 550 are inserted. 

The second half 574 further includes a plurality of upholstery flaps or 
straps 578 having hook and loop fasteners 579 thereon that are feed through a 
plurality of slots 536 formed in the sleeve 538, support member 502, and resilient 

18 



material 518. The straps 578 are fed through buckles (not shown) coupled to the first 
half 572 to pull first half 572 of cover 570 and first half 542 of sleeve 538 against 
resilient material 518 to prevent sagging of the cover 570. According to alternative 
embodiments of the present disclosure, other devices for coupling the first half of the 
5 cover to the resilient material are provided such as hooks, buttons, snaps, or other 
fasteners. 

After the fasteners 579 on the straps 578 are secured, the zipper 576 is 
closed to encase the assembled fire-resistant sleeve 538, support member 502, 
resilient material 518, and bolster 550 in the cover 570. A flap (not shown) having 

10 hook and loop fasteners is also provided to cover the pull of the zipper 576 after the 
zipper 576 is closed. The flap also provides an extension of the slit defined by the 
zipper 576 to facilitate insertion of the assembled sleeve 538, support member 502, 
and resilient material 518 into the cover 570. 

As shown in Fig. 14, a quick-release hinge assembly 560 is provided 

15 for releasably attaching a lower edge 524 of the support member 502 to the upper 

body section 34 of the articulating upper frame 26. The quick-release hinge assembly 
560 includes a first pair of hinge halves 562 coupled to the lower edge 524 of the 
support member 502 by fasteners 559 and a second pair of hinge halves 564 coupled 
to an elongated strip 566. The elongated strip 566 is, in turn, coupled to upper body 

20 section 34 of the articulating upper frame 26 by a hook 567 and a latch 569 pivotably 
coupled to the elongated strip 566 and biased by a spring 571. The latch 569 and 
spring 571 are configured to slide longitudinally along elongated strip 566 to permit 
use of the same hinge assembly 560 on each of the four head and foot-end siderail 
pads 500, 600. 

25 The configuration of the hook 567 and latch 569 permits quick 

coupling and uncoupling of the head-end siderail pad 500 to the upper body section 
34. As shown in Figs. 12 and 13, upper body section 34 includes an L-shaped frame 
member 561 including a vertical portion 563 and a horizontal portion 565. To couple 
the hinge assembly 560 to the frame member 68, the hook 567 of elongated strip 566 

30 is positioned around the vertical portion 563 of the frame member 561 while the latch 
569 is depressed against the bias of the spring 571. After the hook 567 is positioned 
around the vertical portion 563 of the frame member 561, the latch 569 is released so 
that the latch 569 is positioned around the horizontal portion 565 of the frame member 
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561 to trap the frame member 561 between the hook 567 and latch 569 as shown in 
Fig. 16. 

The attachment of the lower edge 524 of the head-end siderail pad 500 
to the frame member 561 of the upper body section 34 permits the head-end siderail 
5 pad 500 to swing to its lowered storage position when the head-end siderail 42 is 
lowered. By virtue of the hinge assembly 560, the head-end siderail pad 500 hangs 
upside-down from the articulating upper deck 26 when the head-end siderail 42 is 
lowered to its storage position. 

As shown in Fig. 15, the head-end siderail pad 500 is asymmetrical 

10 about its central vertical axis 540. The head-end siderail pad or member 500 is 

configured to form a window or cutout 528 for providing access to the patient controls 
70 mounted on the mattress side of the head-end siderail 42. The head-end siderail 
pad or member 500 has an extemal perimeter which is contoured to permit access to 
patient controls 70. The head-end siderail pad 500 further includes an offset portion 

15 530 that extends toward the foot-end siderail 44 mounted on the same side of the bed 
20 and overlaps a portion of the foot-end siderail pad 600. The offset portion 530 
permits articulation of the bed 20 without hindrance from the siderail pad 500. Two 
generally horizontal reinforcement ribs 534 are integrally molded on the side of the 
second portion 506 facing away from the mattress 32. 

20 The foot-end siderail pad 600 is, on the other hand, symmetrical about 

its central vertical axis 640, as shown in Fig. 18, so that it can be used on either side 
of the bed 20. The foot-end siderail pad 600 includes a support member or panel 602 
made of substantially rigid material, such as hard plastic as shown in Fig. 17. The 
support member 602 includes a first inclined portion 604 configured to extend 

25 generally downwardly, at an angle to and inboard of the foot-end siderail 44, and a 
second parallel portion or gap filler 606 configured to extend generally downwardly, 
parallel to and inboard of the foot-end siderail 44. The first inclined portion 604 is 
configured to be coupled to the foot-end siderail 44, and includes a hook 608 that 
extends over the top portion 52 of the foot-end siderail 44 and an extension 610 that 

30 extends generally downwardly, parallel to and outboard of the foot-end siderail 44. 

The hook 608 and extension 610 cooperate to form a slot 612 configured to releasably 
receive the top portion 52 of the foot-end siderail 44. 
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The first inclined portion 604 and the second parallel portion 606 
include a first outer surface 614 facing toward the mattress 32 and a second inner 
surface 616 facing away from the mattress 32. The first surface 614 of the first and 
second portions 604, 606 of the support member 602, exposed to the outside and 
5 likely to come in contact with a patient or an attendant, is covered with a 

compressible, resilient material or foam layer 618, such as soft closed-cell foam. 

The foot-end siderail pad 600 further includes an inwardly-projecting, 
truncated-tip bolster 650 coupled to the foam material 618. Illustratively, the bolster 
650 is also made from resiliently compressible material, such as soft closed-cell foam. 

10 The truncated-tip bolster 650 is generally trapezoidal or wedge-shaped in cross 
section, and has a first parallel side 652 that extends generally parallel to the first 
surface 614 of the second portion 606 of the support member 602 and is coupled to 
the foam material 618, a second perpendicular side or lower surface 654 that extends 
generally perpendicular to the first side 652 and projects over at least a portion of the 

15 mattress 32, a third truncated side 656 that extends generally parallel to and spaced 

from the first side 652, and a fourth inclined side or upper surface 658 interconnecting 
the first and third sides 652, 654 of the bolster 650. 

The foot-end siderail pad 600 is dimensioned such that the second 
perpendicular side 654 of the truncated-tip bolster 650 overlies the side edge portion 

20 60 of the upwardly-facing support surface 62 of the mattress 32. The second portion 
606 of the support member 602 has a lower portion 620 that extends into the gap 64 
between the side 66 of the mattress 32 and the mechanism 48 for lifting and lowering 
the foot-end siderail 44. 

The siderail pad 600 further includes a fire-resistant sleeve 638 having 

25 first and second halves 642, 644. According to a preferred method of assembling the 
siderail pad 600, the first and second halves 642, 644 are sewn together along the 
respective upper and side edges to form a pocket having an opening defined by the 
lower edges of the first and second halves 642, 644. The assembled support member 
602, resilient material 618, and bolster 650 are then positioned in the sleeve 638 

30 through the opening and the lower edges are sewn together using fiberglass thread to 
encase the support member 602, resilient material 618, and bolster 650 within the 
sleeve 638. The halves 642, 644 are preferably made of KEVLAR® brand fire- 
resistant hiaterial. 
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The siderail pad 600 further includes a cover 670 having first and 
second halves 672, 674 positioned to cover the fire-resistant sleeve 638. The halves 
672, 674 are made of a wipeable, stain-resistant material such as vinyl or nylon. 

According to a preferred method of assembling the siderail pad 600, 
5 the first and second halves 672, 674 are sewn together along the perimeter edges. The 
second half 674 includes a zipper 676 defining a slit through which the assembled 
sleeve 638, support member 602, resilient material 618, and bolster 650 are inserted. 

The second half 674 further includes a plurality of upholstery flaps or 
straps 678 having hook and loop fasteners 679 thereon that are feed through a 

10 plurality of slots 636 formed in the sleeve 638, support member 602, and resilient 

material 618. The straps 678 are fed through buckles (not shown) coupled to the first 
half 672 to pull first half 672 of cover 670 and first half 642 of sleeve 638 against 
resilient material 618 to prevent sagging of the cover 670. 

After the fasteners on the straps 678 are secured, the zipper 676 is 

15 closed to encase the assembled fire-resistant sleeve 638, support member 602, 

resilient material 618, and bolster 650 in the cover 670. A flap (not shown) having 
hook and loop fasteners is also provided to cover the pull of the zipper 676 after the 
zipper 676 is closed. The flap also provides an extension of the slit defined by the 
zipper 676 to facilitate insertion of the assembled sleeve 638, support member 602, 

20 and resilient material 618 into the cover 670. 

As shown in Fig. 17, another quick-release hinge assembly 560 is 
provided for releasably attaching a lower edge 624 of the support member 602 to the 
lower leg section 40 of the articulating upper frame 26. The configuration of the hook 
567 and latch 569 permits quick coupling and uncoupling of the foot-end siderail pad 

25 600 to the lower leg section 40. As shown in Figs. 12 and 13, lower leg section 40 
includes an L-shaped frame member 661 including a vertical portion 663 and a 
horizontal portion 665. To couple the hinge assembly 560 to the frame member 68, 
the hook 567 of elongated strip 566 is positioned around the vertical portion 663 of 
the frame member 661 while the latch 569 is depressed against the bias of the spring 

30 571. After the hook 567 is positioned around the vertical portion 663 of the frame 
member 661, the latch 569 is released so that the latch 569 is positioned around the 
horizontal portion 665 of the frame member 661 to trap the frame member 661 
between the hook 567 and latch 569 as shown in Fig. 19. 
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The attachment of the lower edge 624 of the foot-end siderail pad 600 
to the frame member 661 of the lower body section 40 permits the head-end siderail 
pad 600 to swing to its lowered storage position when the foot-end siderail 44 is 
lowered. By virtue of the hinge assembly 560, the foot-end siderail pad 600 hangs 
5 upside-down from the articulating upper deck 26 when the foot-end siderail 44 is 
lowered to its storage position. 

Thus it will be seen that the siderail pads or members 100, 200, 300, 
400, 500, 600 according to this disclosure provide soft padding 118, 218, 318, 418, 
518, 618 around the siderails 42, 44 to prevent injury to a patient or a caregiver. 

10 Additionally, the bolsters 150, 250, 350, 450, 550, 650 close the gap between the 
siderails 42, 44 and the mattress 32 or the gap within siderails 42, 44, or between 
adjacent split siderails 42, 44, or between the headboard 28 or the footboard 30 and an 
adjoining siderail 42, 44. The outer protective covers allow easy cleaning of the 
siderail pads 100, 200, 300, 400, 500, 600. 

15 Illustratively, the support members 102, 202, 302, 402, 502, 602 are 

molded from relatively rigid plastic, such as ABS, the foam coatings 118, 218, 318, 
418, 518, 618 are made from materials such as closed-cell polyurethane foam, and the 
bolsters 150, 250, 350, 450, 550, 650 are made from soft foam material, such as 
polyurethane foam, and the outer protective covers (like that shown for head and foot- 

20 end siderail pads 500, 600) encasing the siderail pads 100, 200, 300, 400, 500, 600 are 
made from wipe-down, stain-resistant material, such as vinyl or nylon. 

Although the invention has been described in detail with reference to 
certain illustrated embodiments, variations and modifications exist within the scope 
and spirit of the present invention as described and defined in the following claims. 
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